Body Ritual Among the Nacirema
Article by Horace Miner

Thought questions
When you first read this article what were your initial thoughts about this group of people?
Would you want to be a member of this culture?

Discussion questions
What country do the Nacirema live in according to the reading? Where did they seem to originate?
What is the shrine that Miner refers to?
What does the box or chest in the shrine represent?
Describe at least four of the variety of the rites and rituals described by Miner.

Follow up Activity
You might consider other aspects of American culture that lend themselves to being analyzed from an outside perspective.  
Imagine that you are a space alien who came to visit earth for the first time, and you can not speak the language of the people of earth.
Choose some of aspects of activities that earthlings do and write a short descriptor of the observations made from the alien observational perspectives.
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